City Civil Court Building {1st Floor)
2 & 3, Kiron Sankar Roy Road
Kolkata - 700 001, India
Phone : 033 - 2248 3892 / 4234

STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY E-mail : whstatelegal@gmail.com
WEST BENGAL Website : www.whslsa.bangla.gov.in

M : 85848 59349

@??a %)&%&f £6, WBHIS
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No ,52175 (22)/SLSA-513/2018 Date : 05.08.2021

To
The Chairman
District Legal Services Authority
&
The Chief/District & Sessions Judge
Kolkata, Howrah, Hooghly, Purba Bardhaman, Paschim Bardhaman, Purba Medinipur,
Paschim Medinipur, Jhargram, Kalimpong, Birbhum, Bankura, North 24-Parganas, South 24-
Pargcanas, Purulia, Nadia, Murshidabad, Malda, Uttar Dinajpur, Dakshin Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri,

Cooch Behar and Darjeeling.

Subject : Early Access to Justice at Pre-arrest, Arrest stage and
Remand stage.

Sir/Madam,

That Right to free legal aid and assistance is an essential ingredient of reasonable,
fair and just procedure for a person accused of any offence, It is implicit in the guarantee of
Article 21. Article 22(1) of the Constitution of India guarantees the right to counsel to all
arrested persons. Further, Article 39A of the Constitution states that “the State shall secure
that the operation of the legal system promotes justice, on a basis of equal opportunity, and
shall, in particular, provide free legal aid, by suitable legislation or schemes or in any other
way, to ensure that opportunities for securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reason
of economic or other disabilities. S 12 (g) of the Legal Services Act 1987 identifies ‘persons
in custody” as one of the beneficiary groups for legal aid. It is, therefore, essential that
Access to Justice during the early stages of the criminal process has its importance, which
will further strengthen the Criminal Justice System. This essentially means that the right to
legal aid shall go hand in hand with the right to a lawyer, and thus necessitates that legal
services should be provided at police stations.

In the year 2009, Section 41D was introduced in the Code of Criminal Procedure in
order to give statutory recognition to the right to legal assistance to a person when he is

arrested and interrogated.

Further, with the introduction of Section 41A in Code of Criminal Procedure, a
suspect can be called to the police station for questioning/ interrogation. It is important that
suspects understand their right at that stage and do not suffer unnecessary arrests,

Effective implementation of Early Access to Justice requires coordination between
the Palice Authorities and Legal Services Authorities.

In this background, I have been directed by the Hon'ble Acting Chief Justice and
Executive Chairman to issue direction on the following lines.



1. To coordinate with the District Police Authorities to put display boards in every police
station informing about legal aid and rights of suspects/accused at pre-arrest stage,
arrest stage and remand stage as per content of Annexure “A”.

2. The Secretaries DLSAs and Chairmen, SDLSCs shall hold quarterly meetings (physical
or through video conference) with Officer-in-Charge of the Police Stations, Remand
Counsels, Stakeholders and PLVs etc. within their jurisdiction for devising tools and
techniques and coordination to implement mandate of Section 41-A to 41-D of the
Code of Criminal Procedure and to achieve Access to Justice at pre-arrest, arrest and
remand stage as per NALSA framework and monthly report(s) be submitted about
the legal assistance/aid provided to suspects/accused at pre-arrest, arrest and
remand stage in the format as per Annexure “B".

Yours faithfully,
“""'g(_-v [ S—
( Raju Mukherjee )
Member Secretary
State Legal Services Authority

West Bengal
Enclo : As above.
No,”—‘?-M (22)/SLSA-513/2018 Date : 05.08.2021

Coapies forwarded to :-

1. All the Secretaries, District Legal Services Authorities in the State of West Bengal for
information and with the direction to hold quarterly meetings (physical or through
video conference) as directed and on receiving the data from SDLSCs, compile the
same and be sent to this Authority well before 1% of next month on the format as

Annexure — B.

2. All the Chairmen, Sub-Divisional Legal Services Committees in the State of West
Bengal for information and necessary action with the direction to hold quarterly
meetings (physical or through video conference) as directed and send the data to
Secretary, DLSA concerned in well in time on Annexure-B.

With regards,
Yours faithfully,

* -
Wobdns, Pk
(Raju Mukherjee) d
Member Secretary

State Legal Services Authority
West Bengal
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